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Historical Society Experiences Year of

Transition

This past year brought great change in
preparation for the future. Spring saw the
Historical Society staff move from our of-
fices at the Cultural Heritage Center to other
locations, and more importantly, move our
collections to safer locations as we pre-
pared for the renovation of the CHC. The
Archives and Museum staff now work from
the Northridge Plaza Shopping Center while
the remaining staff are in temporary offices
in the Becker-Hansen Building, home to the
Department of Transportation. If schedules
hold, we will move back into the CHC later
this summer. While the museum will remain
closed as new exhibits are completed, we in-
tend to open most of the building to the pub-
lic later this fall.

At the Historical Society’s annual con-
ference in Pierre, the Governor’s Awards
for history were presented to the following
deserving people and organizations in rec-
ognition of their contributions: Rick Mills
of Hermosa and the Railroad Museum won
the Governor’s Award for Outstanding Work
in the Non-Professional Individual category;
Brian Gevik of SDPB won in the Profes-
sional Individual category for his work on
SDPB documentaries; the National Weather
Service of South Dakota won the Organiza-
tional Award for making historical weather
reporting available to the public; and David
Wolff of Spearfish won the Schell Award
for his article, “From Disaster to Prosper-
ity: Four Fires that Changed Deadwood,”
which appeared in the Fall 2022 issue of the
South Dakota History journal. The Trustees
awarded two deserving teachers the History
Teacher of the Year Award: Bob Wilbur of
Roosevelt High School in Sioux Falls, and
Maxwell Schaffer of Mount Vernon Public
School in Mount Vernon. Finally, David
Wolff was also awarded the Robinson Me-
morial Award for his lifetime of work ad-
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Jerry Garrett of McGough Construction removes grout
used to level the Cultural Heritage Center lobby.

vancing South Dakota’s history. His books,
articles, and service to the Society, as well
as his time teaching at Black Hills State
University, are a living demonstration of the
Society’s mission. After the awards were
presented, attendees heard from nationally
acclaimed author and South Dakota resident
Joseph Bottum on the importance of place in
history. His remarks were later published as
“The Place of History” in South Dakota His-
tory, vol. 53, no. 2. We hope you can join us
at this year’s history conference, where the
theme Y2K 25 will focus on how technology
is changing how history is understood.

In July, Governor Noem created a state
commission to prepare for the nation’s 250th
Birthday in 2026. Ben Jones was named
the Chair of the effort and looks forward
to organizing the state’s celebrations and
commemorations. By the end of 2023, all
the Commissioners had been named and in-
clude members of the legislature, state gov-
ernment, and representatives from various
walks of life around the state. The Commis-
sion’s activities can be followed on the SD
Boards and Commissions web site. As we
begin 2024, consider the efforts in 2025. We
want to be ready for 2026!
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yearly by the South Dakota State Histori-
cal Society. History Notes is available
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There were 1,500 copies of History
Notes printed at a cost of 49 cents per
copy.

ARC Hosts Successful Regional Conference

ARC archaeologists facilitated several
outreach events in 2023, including host-
ing the 80th Annual Plains Anthropologi-
cal Conference in October. The three-day
conference drew over 300 archaeologi-
cal and cultural resources management
professionals to Rapid City. Unique
conference offerings included tours to
nearby archaeological and historic sites
with free registration for tribal members
and students. In addition, ARC staffed
tables at two local career day and STEM
events, co-hosted a Girl Scouts archaeol-
ogy badge experience, and supported Dr.
Linea Sundstrom for another year of excava-
tions at Soapsuds Row at Fort Meade.

In 2023, the Archaeological Research
Center contracts program conducted 65 Class
IIT cultural resources surveys, 17 of which
required evaluative testing to determine
National Register eligibility. Additionally,
ARC archaeologists provided construction
monitoring efforts for five separate construc-
tion projects, including a multi-year effort in
Pennington County. A total of 116 cultural
resources reports, including both Class I re-
cord search letters and Class III survey re-
ports, were completed. ARC archaeologists
completed projects for the South Dakota De-
partment of Transportation (SDDOT); South
Dakota Game, Fish & Parks; the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers; the City of Deadwood,
and numerous private contractors. Fourteen
of ARC’s 18 staff (including full-time and
seasonal) conducted fieldwork this year.

ARC’s GIS team was able to update the
statewide geodatabase for archaeological
sites and surveys, which included the addi-
tion of 1,085 sites and 1,680 surveys. Day
to day, the GIS staff completed 728 record
searches for both in-house and external con-
tract projects. Additionally, GIS staff uti-
lized new techniques for ARC field projects,
1nclud1ng the use of red relief i imagery to al-

Mike Runge of the City of Deadwood’s Historic Preservation Office
gives a tour of the city’s archives to attendees of the 2023 Plains

Anthropological Conference, hosted by ARC. Photo by

Megan Ostrenga Fabricius, 21 Oct. 2023.

SouTH DAKOTA

RICAL SOCIET\

ARC s Megan Ostrenga Fabnc:us Records Archceo ogist,
talks with students at the 8th Grade Career Fair for Rapid City
Area Schools in November. Photo by Lynn Griffin, 8 Nov. 2023.

low for easier interpretation of topographic
features.

On the records and reports side, ARC staff
processed 518 archaeological reports from
private contractors, federal agencies, and
in-house contract projects. Along with these
reports, 252 new archaeological sites were
added to the database and 359 previously
recorded sites were updated with new infor-
mation, including boundary modifications,
revisits, reevaluations, and monitoring.

ARC’s mining review and compliance
staff provided comments on 82 permit ap-
plications in 2023, with eight field inspec-
tions conducted. For archaeological work on
state lands, ARC reviewed and granted six
permits.

Curation staff assigned a total of 20 new
accession numbers in 2023 and received a
total of 17 incoming collections. Two large
collections from recent SDDOT site evalu-
ation projects were digitally cataloged, add-
ing over 2,150 new catalog record entries
representing over 5,000 artifacts. One sub-
stantial collection, originally recovered in
1993-1994 from the City of Lead’s Home-
stake Mine Open Cut Expansion, was trans-
ferred from the University of South Dakota
to ARC’s repository. Collection inventory
and stabilization efforts began immediately
but are ongoing for the 200-plus ar-

Bl decades of daily life in the historic
¥l Lead neighborhoods that were dam-
aged during mine expansion efforts.
Full pieces of clothing were recov-
ered intact from privy features,
| while an odd assortment of coconut
| husks were also found in the collec-
J| tion. Children’s toys, architectural
marble slabs, barrels, gambling to-
kens, and mining equipment have
also been rediscovered during the
collection upgrade.



State Archives Reaches Out

This year’s biggest project was preparing
for the Cultural Heritage Center renovation.
Archives staff ensured that all collections
were appropriately housed and labeled, be-
fore being moved to a secure offsite facil-
ity in March. In total, the State Archives
moved 11,601 boxes of archival materials
plus 22,000 special collections library books,
8,291 record volumes, 47 microfilm cabinets
and 750 flat boxes. Once our temporary of-

Doane Robinson, the first state historian, was acciden-

tally foldered and flattened during some enthusiastic
collections processing. The State Archives encouraged
friends to snap a photo with Flat Doane at their favor-
ite historical site, archives, museum, library, or post
office and share it on social media with the hashtag
#FlatDoane. Doane traveled to many places in South
Dakota, the United States, and Europe. Doane is
pictured making an appearance in Wall Drug.

fice space was set up, Archives staff began
accepting research requests by phone, email,
and mail. The Archives will continue to as-
sist researchers remotely until the renovation
is complete.
In 2023, the Archives:
* Received 153 new donations, totaling
81.7 cubic feet and 251,639 MB of records
 Cataloged 160 new library books
« Digitized 11,428 government images at the
Special Projects Program
* Processed and made accessible 187.5
cubic feet and 127,159 MB of manuscript
and government records
The Archives reached 1,463 people this
year through presentations, consultations,
and site visits. Archives staff gave 30 pre-
sentations across the state on topics ranging
from genealogical research to records man-
agement, highlighting our collections and
their research value. We also reached 9,600
people through our social media channels,
raising awareness about our collections and
services. Outreach efforts this year centered
on Archives Month in October. Archives staff
designed and distributed a poster to celebrate
Archives Month, featuring postcards, postage
stamps, and images of post offices from the

State Archives’ collections. We also mailed
postcards featuring Doane Robinson, the first
state historian, to Historical Society members
and records repositories across the state, and
encouraged them to share photographs of Do-
ane visiting their favorite historical site, post
office, archives, museum, or library. #FlatDo-
ane images were shared by 48 different indi-
viduals in 11 states and two countries. Other
Archives Month events included a “Recently
Accessioned Manuscript Collections” pre-
sentation by manuscripts archivist Matthew
Reitzel, and History Trivia Night held at the
historic St. Charles Hotel in Pierre.

New additions to the South Dakota Digital
Archives this year include the Jane Breeden
Collection of records related to the South
Dakota women’s suffrage and temperance
movements, the Henry J. King Collection
of steamboat images, and the Abbie Whitey
Collection of Black Hills images. There are
currently over 71,000 photographs, 1,288
maps and 14,000 documents available on
the South Dakota Digital Archives. Eight of
these images were selected by Ken Burns
and Florentine Films for use in The American
Buffalo documentary, which aired on 16 Oc-
tober 2023, on all PBS stations.

In other news, the State Archives received
a grant from the National Historical Publica-

This photograph of a pair of James “Scotty” Philip’s
buffalo in the bull fighting ring at Juarez, Mexico,
with a group of South Dakota “matadors,” January
1907, was included in the documentary The American
Buffalo, a production of Florentine Films and WETA
Washington, D.C. directed by Ken Burns.

tions and Records Commission (NHPRC) in
2023 to conduct strategic planning for the
State Historical Records Advisory Board,
which facilitates cooperation among histori-
cal records repositories and serves as a state-
level review body for NHPRC grants. A stra-
tegic planner assisted the board in gathering
information about the training needs of archi-
vists in the state and the types of repositories
where they work. The new SD SHRAB stra-
tegic plan is available on the Archives’ web-
site (history.sd.gov/archives/SHRAB.aspx).
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State Historic Preservation Carries on in Face of Change
Preservation
The State Historic Preservation Office -
Office Staff (SHPO) continued to identify, record, and
preserve South Dakota’s historic properties in

Jenna Carlson Dietmeier, 2023 in the face of change. In March, SHPO
Interim Director & Interim State staff moved into temporary workspaces in
Mhstaie Posereiien O the Becker-Hansen building. In June, Ted
Liz Almlie Spencer, State Historic Preservation Officer

) since 2020, retired after ten years with SHPO.
Katie Goss Since his retirement, Jenna Carlson Dietmeier
Jozef Lamfers has served as Interim State Historic Preserva-
Chris B. Nelson tion Officer and Review and Compliance Co-
Duncan Trau ordinator for SHPO. ' -
Katie Wcsley Since 1996, SHPO has managed the Dead- ?Her eIth years as Deguiy ii’aie Hls}t)onc Preservcg?f‘n Of-

icer and two years as State Historic Preservation icer,

Ted Spencer WOOFl Fund Grant, a program funded by.a Ted Spencer r);ﬁred onJune 8, 2023. His last act as SHPO
Leah Whearty OO of the gambhng b generated M asto present certificates of participation and appreciation

Deadwood for projects that retain, restore, or . participants of the 2023 Kids” Archaeology Camp.
rehabilitate historic properties in South Dako-  photo by Liz Almlie, 8 June 2023.

ta. In 2023, six applications were approved in

Butte, Minnehaha, Yankton, Clay, Sully, and ~ (Meade County), Homestake Mining Com-
Jackson Counties. The approved grantawards  pany Hydroelectric Plant No. 2 (Lawrence
totaled $100,000, with a match of $219,353.61 County), Galena Creek Schoolhouse (Custer
for a total contribution of $319,353.61 towards ~ County), Volga Hospital (Brookings County),
brick-and-mortar preservation efforts within ~ and the First Methodist Episcopal Church of
the state. Applications approved in 2023 in-  Lake Preston (Kingsbury County). Addition-

clude foundation stabilization, window resto- ally, 32 new properties were listed as contribut-

ration, plaster repairs, and painting on private  ing to the Cathedral Historic District in Sioux

and public historic structures. Falls following the expansion of the district’s
The State Property Tax Moratorium is an ~ boundary.

eight-year moratorium on the property tax as- SHPO’s three review and compliance staff

sessment of certified improvements on prop-  also stayed busy in 2023, reviewing and com-

erties listed in the State or National Registers ~ menting on proposed large-scale and small-
of Historic Places. In 2023, six projects were  scale development across the state. SHPO staff
certified in four counties, representing a total ~ responded to 1,559 requests in 2023 through
private investment of $9.959 million in certi-  our online Electronic Review & Compliance
fied improvements. Properties included three ~ (ERC) system. Such proposed development
residential structures and three commercial ~ represents billions of dollars of investment in
establishments, with certified improvements  the state.

ranging from repointing masonry to repair- SHPO also hosted the South Dakota State
ing storm windows to plumbing and electri-  Historical Society Annual History Conference
cal work. in April. Eighty-eight registered attendees
SHPO staff also worked with property  enjoyed presentations on the theme of “Great
owners, local preservation commissions, Faces, Great Places — History Makers in South
consultants, and the National Park Service to Dakota,” an evening social reception, and the
nominate 12 historic properties to the Nation-  awards luncheon.
al Register of Historic Places in 2023. Listing Governor Noem again proclaimed May

in the National Register is primarily honor- 2023 as Archaeology and Historic Preser-
ific but allows the property owner to apply  vation Month in South Dakota. SHPO en-
for various financial incentives to preserve  gaged in directed social media posts during
the property and ensures that the property  the month of May, held an essay contest for
is considered in state and federal planning  fourth-grade students, and hosted a kids” Ar-
processes. Properties listed in the National  chaeology Camp. In 2023, SHPO received 209
Register in 2023 include three burial mound  essays (almost 100 more than in 2022) on the
sites (one each in Brookings, Minnehaha, and ~ topic of “This Place Matters” from students
Marshall Counties), a bison kill site (Hand  representing 26 different schools in the state.
County), Zion Emmanuel Lutheran Church  Additionally, 20 fourth, fifth, and sixth graders
(Jerauld County), Brookman House (Clay  participated in a three-day immersive archae-
County), William C. and Anna Krueger Barn ~ ology camp co-hosted by SHPO and the U.S.
(Edmunds County), Royal Center School  Army Corps of Engineers.




Museum Remains Viable Despite Cultural
Heritage Center Remodel

The South Dakota State Historical Soci-
ety’s Museum staff led several visible proj-
ects on behalf of the organization.

As reported last year, the South Dakota
Historical Society Foundation took contri-
butions for the Jay Smith Internship program
in memory of the Museum’s longtime leader
who passed away. Ryan Moore became the
first Jay Smith Intern. As part of his duties,
Ryan assisted staff in clearing the galleries
for renovation of the Cultural Heritage Cen-
ter so that contractors could pack and trans-
port collections to a temporary location.

Last year, Split Rock Studios won the
contract bid with the state to design the new
exhibit. We are gratified that Split Rock’s
former firm, Deaton Studios, designed the
old exhibit. Museum staff continue to work
heavily in that process.

History staff went on the road in 2023.
First, we identified locations throughout the
state to host select collections while the CHC
undergoes renovation. These “History on the
Road” collections were featured in Spearfish,
Sioux Falls, and Yankton. Second, staff par-
ticipated in statewide “South Dakota Share
Your Voice” community input sessions dur-
ing the fall. Staff listened to South Dakotans
share what makes their communities South
Dakota: responses included fossils, prairie
potholes, and (in every session) plain old-
fashioned neighborliness. These ideas and
encouragements were used as we met with
consultants to develop new exhibits. Further
input is coming from tribes, linguists, and
academics.

In addition to “History on the Road,” the
Museum also took 360-degree images of our
galleries as they existed before the closure
of the CHC. Now visitors to the Society can

access the first part of our gallery from the

Museum exhibit team composed of staff and contractors visit the construction site of

Objects used in either the construction of the Cultural
Heritage Center in 1989 or, like this helmet, used in
the 2023-2025 renovation are being added to the
Society’s collections.

comfort of their homes. More of the gallery
will be added to the portions already posted.
“Proving Up” and “Changing Times” will
arrive as virtual tours in 2024.

In addition to the work related to the reno-
vation, the Collections Management Com-
mittee met regularly to consider a total of
521 objects for all actions: permanent collec-
tions, incoming loans, outgoing loans, con-
servation, education collection, and more.
Collections assistant Corey Christianson
was promoted to Registrar to reflect her work
managing the Society’s data about the col-
lection. Over the years, the Society has had
a Registrar as needed. Education kits went to
over 100 venues in 2023. The program saw
an increase in new users, bringing Kkits to
schools and venues across the state. A spe-
cial thank you to Cindy Anson Eilers whose
support will allow the Cehupa Winter Count
to be conserved at the Midwest Art Conser-
vation Center in Minneapolis.

Finally, staff began visiting local muse-
ums across the state.
This initiative begun
in 1968 remains im-
portant to the Society
today and allowed us
to visit 51 workers at
25 museums. If we
did not make it to your
museum yet, look for
us in 2024 as more vis-
its are planned.

the Cultural Heritage Center under renovation. Pictured (L to R) Corey Christianson,

Katy Schmidt, Dan Moeckly, Kate Cravens, Margaret Lee, Amanda Wambach,

Catherine Forsch, and Carrie Petersen. Taken 19 Oct. 2023.
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Research and Publishing Welcomes New
Staff, Wins Awards, Awaits Renovations

Award-winning publications,
staff turnovers, and a move to
temporary quarters highlighted
2023 for the Research and Pub-
lishing program and the South
Dakota Historical Society Press.

January 2023 began with the
departures of managing editor
Cody Ewert and associate editor
Abby Wright. Cody accepted a
position with the Montana His-
torical Society Press. He had
moved back to his home state in
late April 2022 and worked for us
remotely. Abby left in search of |
leadership opportunities not af-

ioc  SDHS Press Managing Editor Slater Sabo takes questions during a pre-
forded by our small team. Craig ging q gap
Walters joined us in late May as sentation at the West River History Conference in Lead in Oct. 2023.

associate editor, after almost a decade teach-
ing eighth-grade language arts. Slater Sabo
became managing editor in July. And Taylor
Blumer joined us as marketing director/as-
sociate editor in January 2024. Finally, ac-
counting assistant Sarah Dozier accepted a
position with the federal government in late
January 2024. We miss her already.

In May, SDHS Press published the fourth
volume of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Pioneer
Girl Project, Pioneer Girl: The Path into Fic-
tion, edited by Nancy Tystad Koupal. Other
spring books included Bighorn Visions: The
Photography of Jessamine Spear Johnson
by Tempe Javitz and Sacajawea: Mystery,
Myth, and Legend by Candy Moulton. SDHS
Press released three books in September, in
time for the South Dakota Festival of Books
in Deadwood. These included the illustrated
children’s book Bob Marshall: Defender of
the Wilderness by Linda Elovitz Marshall,
Unrepentant Dakota Woman: Angelique
Renville and the Struggle for Indigenous
Identity, 1845—-1876 by Linda M. Clemmons,
and Football for Fun: The Story of Coach
Stewart “Fergie” Ferguson by Bill Bell and
Peter Oltchick. Football for Fun won the
American Writing Award in the sports cat-
egory. Several 2022 publications also earned
awards: American Ace: Joe Foss, Fighter
Pilot by Hector Curriel won a Spur Award
from the Western Writers of America, and
A Place for Harvest: The Story of Kenny
Higashi by Lauren Harris and illustrated by
Felicia Hoshino was a Spur Award finalist.

Two of the four South Dakota History
journal issues for 2023 featured special top-
ics. The fall issue (vol. 53 no. 3) looked at the

legacy of Wounded Knee 1973. The winter
issue (vol. 53 no. 4) offered three articles on
topics associated with Laura Ingalls Wilder.
Research and Publishing staff also produced
three issues of the History Notes newsletter,
including the Annual Report.

Staff members attended numerous con-
ferences and gave presentations at most of
them. These included the SDSHS Annual
History conference, the South Dakota De-
partment of Education History and Civics
Summit, the Western Writers of America
annual conference, the South Dakota Festi-
val of Books, the Northern Great Plains His-
tory Conference, the South Dakota Library
Association annual meeting, the West River
History Conference, and the South Dakota
Indian Education Summit. In addition, we
hosted monthly “History Talks” presenta-
tions by SDHS Press authors, SDSHS staff,
and a few authors of non-SDHS Press books
about South Dakota. Recordings of these are
available on the SDHS Foundation YouTube
channel.

In April, the Research and Publishing of-
fices and shipping room moved to the base-
ment of the Becker-Hansen building while
the Cultural Heritage Center renovations
take place. Anticipating how many copies
to bring of each of the 85 books we have in
print was quite an endeavor! Luckily, our
stash of books in the CHC remains acces-
sible, enabling us to fill several large book
orders. We are grateful to our many loyal
readers. They inspire us to continue produc-
ing high quality journals and books on the
rich history and culture of South Dakota and
the Northern Great Plains.



STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY DONORS, 2023

®

The South Dakota State Historical Society is pleased to receive donations of books, manuscripts, photographs, artifacts, and services. The
Society thanks the following individuals and organizations for contributing to the preservation of South Dakota’s heritage through their generous

gifts to the archives and museum collections.

Edward Acker
Richard Adams
George Allen
Elizabeth Almlie
Mary Amberg
William Anderson
Owen Bain

Shane Balkowitsch
Donald Beavers
James Beran
Francie Berger
Susan Berger

Amy Beske

Ralph Boyer
Carlyle Township
Jim Cooper
Dakotaland Museum, Huron
Curtis Dahlin

Danbury Museum and Historical Society,
Danbury, CT

Jean Daniels

Michael Davis

Pat Dennehey

David Doss

Myra Duba

Zelda Dubel

Family of Daniel Edward Duling
Fall River County Historical Society
Patricia Fallbeck

Glenham, SD

Mary Gomer

Richard Green

Barbara Girard

Tawana Grueb

Jane Haala

Family of Dr. Kenneth Hammer
Virginia Hanson

Fraser Harrison

Hastings Museum, Hastings, NE
Maria Hays

Marcus Heerdt

History Nebraska,
Lincoln, NE

Homesteader Museum,
Powell, WY

Joy Hurlbut

Terry Hyland

Linda Jackson

Steve Jackson

Michael James

Jeffrey and Sherry Lee Johnson
Randy Johnson

Terry Kneen

Kay Kennedy

Robert Kolbe

Ralph Lane

Jon Lauck

Renee LaPlume

Alyce Leach

Mark Lee

Keith Lekness

J.J. Major

Dianna Marriott
Corinne Marz

Mellette County Auditor
Shannon Michael
Michele Miller

Miner County Clerk of Courts
Madeleine O’Mara

Mitchell Carnegie Resource Center,

Mitchell, SD
Violet Moran
Therese Muranaka
George Niederauer
Kathy Nelson

North Dakota State Archives,
Bismarck, ND

Gail Olson
Rena Ortbahn
Terry Pechota

Princeville Heritage Museum,
Princeville, IL

Shirley Welcome Rainey
Roger Reed

Craig Rhombs

Clint Rohrer

Marlene Horton Roddy

Sacramento Public Library Authority,
Sacramento, CA

Sanford Underground Research Facility
Connie Schroeder

Chelle Somsen

Terry Sorenson

SD Arts Council

SD Bureau of Administration

SD Bureau of Information and
Telecommunications

SD Department of Agriculture
and Natural Resources

SD Department of Education

SD Department of Health

SD Department of Labor and Regulation
SD Department of Transportation
SD Legislative Research Council
SD Department of Public Safety
SD Genealogical Society

SD Office of the Governor

SD Peace Officers Association
SD Retirement System

Marilyn Strickler

Susan Stoneback

Sandra Tellinghuisen

Patricia Trentham

Mark Turnquist

Kenneth Tyler

Kenneth Vogele

University of Utah Press

Sandra Walworth

Sheila Wek

John Whiteman

Brenda Wolfe

Woonsocket Area China Painters Association
Mona Clydene Zirpel

Cari Zocco

Robin Zephier
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY & FOUNDATION VOLUNTEERS, 2023

Volunteers help to preserve and interpret South Dakota history as they greet, guide, research, and perform other vital tasks for our
organizations. We thank the following individuals for sharing their time, talents, and treasures with us at the Cultural Heritage
Center, Foundation, Archaeological Research Center, various archaeological sites, and other venues related to special projects. It

would be impossible to exist without their dedication.

Frank Allen
Americorp Volunteers
Blaine Anderson
Gene Anderson
Kathryn Anderson
William Anderson
Melanie Argo
Robert Arnold
Ashley Baggett
Mark Barnett

Don Barnett

Rich Berg

Jodi Berscheid
David C. Beyreis
Kent P. Blansett
Barrie Blatchford
Sherry Boone
Julie Breu

Frank Brost

Britta Brusven
Brittany Brzozwski
Marci Burdick
Cher Burgess
Becky Burke
Daniel Burniston
Misti Burns
Warren Busch
Evelyn Busch
Michele T. Butts
Marc Carpenter
Margaret Cash Wegner
Mike Chamberlain
Angie Christiansen
Grace Clark
Dylan Clarkson
Linda Clemmons
Richmond Clow
Gary Crosby
Rebekah Crowe
Larry Dahlstrom
Dorinda Daniel
Tom Darnell

Wade Davies

Jan Deis

Margaret Denton

Casey Derflinger

Nicole Derenne
Lorraine Dias Herbon
Marcia Donnan Mitchell
Tim Dougherty
Teagan Dreyer
Judy Duhamel
Dana Dykhouse
Robert Edwards
Steve Egger
Cindy Eilers
Margaret Ellefson
Linda Elovitz Marshall
Megan Ernst
Richard Etulain
Jack Evans

Matt Fierst
William Fischer
Pat Fishback

Van Fishback
Melanie J. Fishbane
Lauren Forsch
Tim Forsch

Mike Fosha
Leroy Foster
Glen Fredlund
Shirleen Fugitt
Matthew Gaffer
Sara Gallagher
Rich Garry

Sue Gates

Linda Gilbert
Connie Goddard
Istvan Gombocz
Connie Grittner
John Hadjuk

Deb Halling

Noel Hamiel
Gary Hanson
Tena Haraldson
Homer Harding
David Hartley
Casey Heimerl
Taylor G. Hensel
Liz Henriksen
Paul Henriksen

Sam Herley

Paul Herman

Lars Herseth
Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
Paul Higbee
Dennis Hopfinger
Boyd Hopkins
Jack Hopkins
Bruce Hunt
Juanita Hunt

Kim Hunt

Melissa Hutmacher
Thomas D. Isern
Julie Jacobs

J.T. Jamieson

Russ Janklow
Tempe Javitz

Eric Jennings
David Johnson
Julie Johnson
Allan Johnson
Caroline E. Jones
Ruth Page Jones
Scott Jones

Kay Jorgensen

Jo Kallemeyn

Levi Keach

Lucas P. Kelley
Kitty Kinsman
Dan Kirby

Kelly Kirk

Kevin Kneip
Nancy Kneip Paprocki
Dave Knudson
Dean Krogman
Kevin Kuchenbecker
Lori Ann Lahlum
Amy Larsen

Jon Lauck

Michael L. Lawson
Nadou Lawson
Gene Lebrun*
Michael Lewis
Fred Lillibridge
Rich Lofthus

Gail Lyngstad

Jeff Mammenga

»

Lisa Martin

Ryan Mathison
Aaron Mayer

Darrel Mayer

Ann McKay Thompson
Laura Mehlhaff
Judith Meierhenry
Tempest Mellendorf
Jay Mickelson

Mark Mickelson
Mickey Miller
Patricia Miller
Robert Miller

Matt Milsap

John Mitchell

Jim Mollison

Curt Mortenson

Megan Moscarello Zimmerman

Candy Moulton
Mary Lynn Myers
Paula M. Nelson
Larry Ness

Scott Neu

Deann Nystrom
John Nystrom
Kelly O’Dea
Peter Oltchick
Justin Patterson
Morgan Patterson
Teri Patterson
Cara Perrion
Carolyn Perry
Tad Perry

Bill Peterson
Casey Peterson
Larry Piersol
Doris Powell
Elaine Pye
Elizabeth Quinn
Jackie Radway
Akim D. Reinhardt
Matthew Reitzel
Art Rezac
Pamela Roberts
Rick Rogers
Ardys Roseland

Eric Rosenbaum
Ron Rosenboom
Molly Rozum
Rolly Samp
Gianna May Sanchez
Ardie Sand

Brian Sandvig

Lee Schoenbeck
Karen Schreier
Chuck Schroyer
Robin Schumacher

Karla Scoville and the
staff of the High Plains
Western Heritage Center

Hani Shafi
Brenda Shierts
Val Simpson
Darwin Sletten

South Dakota Public
Broadcasting Team

Sherry L. Smith
Donovin Sprague
Dawn Stover
Linea Sundstrom
Brad Tennant
John Teupel
Brendan Thomas
Harry Thompson
Ginger Thomson
Janelle Toman
Roxy Tople

Seth Tupper
Nancy Tystad Koupal
Carol Uecker
Linda Lea Viken
Tony Venhuizen
Jay D. Vogt
Charles Vollan
Bob Whay

Ron Williamson
Cindy Wilson
Karly Winter
Fred E. Woods
Kevin Woster

Steve Zellmer



South Dakota
Historical Society
Foundation

Administrative Staff

Catherine Forsch, CEO

Holly Crosby, Finance Director

Kim Hunt
Juli Pletcher
Nancy Tapken

South Dakota
Historical Society
Foundation
Board of Directors

Patricia Miller, President
Eric Jennings, Vice President
Val Simpson, Treasurer

Sue Gates, Secretary

Julie Breu

Cindy Anson Eilers
Robert Peterson
Greg Risse

Chuck Schroyer
Tony Venhuizen
Linda Lea Viken

Catherine Forsch, ex officio
Ben Jones, ex officio

Foundation Office:
900 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501-2217
(605) 773-6003
sdhsf.org

catherine.forsch@state.sd.us

SDHS Foundation Reaches Out

‘The Lion’s |ause et
story will never [§i
be known as long
as the hunter is
the one to tell it.’
In 2023, we took
this statement to
heart and dove
into action by
interviewing
individuals  for
the statewide
oral history
project. The
goal was simple
— share South
Dakota’s history

through the Foundation board member, Tony Venhuizen, interviews Frank Brost for the State Historical

voices of those
who lived it,
and let the Lion tell the story. Interviewed
in 2023 were Don Barnett, Mark Barnett,
Frank Brost, Margaret Denton, Marcia
Donnan Mitchell, Tim Dougherty, Rich
Garry, Gary Hanson, Homer Harding, Lars
Herseth, Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, Russ
Janklow, Julie Johnson, Kay Jorgensen,
Kitty Kinsman, Kevin Kneip, Nancy Kneip
Paprocki, Dave Knudson, Nancy Tystad
Koupal, Dean Krogman, Judith Meierhenry,
Mark Mickelson, Patricia Miller, Robert
Miller, Mickey Miller, Mary Lynn Myers,
Larry Piersol, Pamela Roberts, Rolly Samp,
Lee Schoenbeck, Ann McKay Thompson,
Janelle Toman, Ron Williamson, and Steve
Zellmer. We thank our interviewers who
helped to bring the stories to light: Marci
Burdick, Noel Hamiel, Tena Haraldson, Ben
Jones, Ginger Thomson, Tony Venhuizen,
and Kevin Woster. The project would not
be complete without the work of our video
partner, SD Public Broadcasting.

Another highlight of our year was a
presentation given at the annual history
conference by Joseph Bottum, who
enlightened the crowd with his thoughts on
understanding history. “History is not sets
of blue glass bottles and China dolls in local
museums, but the lives of those who washed
those bottles and held those dolls.” Bottum’s
moving presentation was digitally recorded
and will be available in March at youtube.
com/@southdakotahistory thanks to the SD
Humanities Council.

A special thank you goes out to Verna
Kay Bormann! She took the Foundation’s
wish list and made projects come to life.

Society and Foundation Oral History Project. Brost is the longest-serving Chief of Staff,
serving eight years of the Gov. Mickelson/Gov. Miller administration from 1987-1995.

Because of her generosity, the Press will
publish four books in 2024, the State
Archives will be able to digitize two special
collections, the oral history project will
continue, and key operational needs will be
supported.

We also extend our gratitude to donors
of the SD Community Foundation, Mary
Chilton DAR Foundation, Tim Forsch family,
Ruth Jones and Jane Page, J.M. Kaplan
Fund, Inc., Chuck and Bonny Schroyer, and
Darwin Sletten for their leadership gifts.

In November, the Foundation board
and officers were elected. Retiring from the
board are Sue Gates and Linda Lea Viken.
The officers in 2024 are Tony Venhuize
(President), Val Simpson (VP), Patricia
Miller (Treasurer), and Eric Jennings
(Secretary). New board members are
Laura Armstrong, Casey Derflinger, David
Johnson, Marcus Mahlen, Bill Peterson, and
Nathan Sanderson.

Our work would not be possible without
the generous support from the people of
South Dakota and the many new and long-
standing members, donors, and Heritage
Store customers. We thank you all and look
forward to serving you in 2024.

SD Historical Society Foundation is the
nonprofit fundraising partner of the State
Historical Society and an approved 501(c)
(3) tax-exempt, charitable organization.
SDHSF Tax ID 46-03-70475. If you find
yourself in the fortunate position of being
able to make a charitable donation this year,
please consider a gift to help preserve South
Dakota’s history. www.sdhsf.org/donate



2023 HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Through the loyal support of donors to the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation and State Historical Society, we are able to fund the work of

preserving and presenting the rich, diverse history of our state. For this we say, “THANK YOU!” You help us to “Keep History Alive!”

$100,000+
SD Department of Education
Verna Kay Bormann

$50,000+
Anonymous

$25,000 - $49,999
SD Community Foundation

310,000 - $24,999

Mary Chilton DAR
Foundation

Chuck & Bonny Schroyer
Darwin Sletten

South Dakota

Humanities Council

$5,000 - $9,999

Donors Trust Inc

Dana & LaDawn Dykhouse
Tim & Catherine Forsch
JM Kaplan Fund Inc
Cynthia Lillibridge

Fred & Pam Lillibridge

32,500 - $4,999

Ruth Jones

Curt & Kim Mortenson
Jane Page

South Dakota Arts Council
SD State Historical Society

31,000 - $2,499

Arts Midwest, Inc
BankWest, Inc

George & Pat Breidenbach
Paul Brewer

David Carlisle
Margaret Cash Wegner
Deadwood Historic
Preservation

Steve & Kris Egger
Craig & Gail Eichstadt
John Fowler

Sue Gates

June Hansen

Nikki Heidepriem
Sandra Kangas

Joe & Jennifer Kirby
De & Dave Knudson
Gail Kristensen
Frederick Lamont
Michael & Barb Lewis

Paul & Linda Lewis
Edie Lien
MidAmerican Energy
Carey A Miller &
Brent R Stille

Larry & Diane Ness
John & Deann Nystrom
Reliabank Dakota
Gregory Schopen

Ann Smith

Dan & Janelle Toman
Tony & Sara Venhuizen
Elizabeth & Jay D Vogt

$500 - $999

Sandra Addy

Robert J] Amundson

Rob & Sheri Anderson
Reuben Bareis

Keith & Glynn Bartels
John & Deborah Burkholder
Ken Casper

CNA Surety

Gary & Kathy Conradi
Harl & Kay Dalstrom
Virginia* Dettman Estate
Roger & Jean Easland
Doug & Justine Estes
First Premier Bank

Char & Tam Gatje

Ray & Linda Gilbert
Paul & Jeannie Gregory
Phil & Marty Hogen

Eric & Michelle Jennings
Ben & Suzy Jones

Scott & Julia Jones

Bob & Jane Kolbe
Stephen Kovarik &
Virginia Frei

George McMillan

Bob & Shirlee Miller
Tom & Renae Morog
Kathy Nelson

Steve & Marianne Perkins
John & Penny Porter
Steven Potts

Bill Pratt

Bob & Carolyn Riter
Saloon #10

Sanford Health

Jeff & Katie Scherschligt
Karen Schreier &

Tim Dougherty

Wanda Seiler

David & Val Simpson

KA Squire, Jr

Jim & Tracy Thares
Julayne Thoreson

Blair & Linda Tremere
Paul & Karen Van Bockern
Kate VanderBoom

Jeffrey Viken &

Linda Lea Viken

3250 - $499

Joseph Adamski

Mitchell & Sarah Aldinger
Mads & Chloe Andenas
Marjorie Arnold

Tom & Mary Lou Bohnet
Angie Bomier

Keith Bruinsma

Kevin & Mary Buchholz
Kent & Barb Buhler
Abbie Burke O'Connor
Barbara Butt

Prudy Calvin

Betty Carman

Center for Western Studies
Clay County Historic
Preservation Commission
Debra & Rod Combs
CorTrust Bank

De Smet Farm Mutual
Insurance Co

Tom & Kathy Dean
William Fischer

Robert & Mary Lee Fitch
Laurie S Fulton

Tony Grambihler
Gregory County
Historical Society

Brian D Hagg

Frank & Shirley Halligan
Noel & Janet Hamiel
Mike Hickey

Paul & Janet Higbee
Charlie Hoffman

Cash & Julie Hogen
Boyd & Dody Hopkins
Tom Hurlbert

Ingalls Homestead
Natalie Johner

Shorty & Maxine Jones
Alvin Kangas

Craig & Gail Kennedy
Dan & Arlene Kirby
Jerry & Sharon Klocker
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Brett & Lori Koenecke
Laurie Langland

Jim & Cathi Lester

Arlo & Paulette Levisen
Melvin & Cheryl Levy
Tiffany A Lewis
Marshall County
Historical Society

Steve & Linda Mayer
John L Maynes
McCarthy Properties, L.L.C.
Kevin & Deb McDermott
Roger Meyer & Van Pace
Patricia Miller

Mary Montoya

Mount Rushmore Society
Paula M Nelson &
Stephen C Krumpe
Kevin & Janice Paulson
Terry Pechota

Jay & Heather Perry
Sylvia Pozarnsky

& Tom Riley

Rebecca & Mike Reimer
Michael & Sharon Rovella
John & Kay Rozell

Tracy & Eric Saathoff
Brian & Janel Sandvig
Jill & Rodney Schoen
Steve & Connie Schroeder
Roger & Shirley Schuller
Virginia Sneve

South Dakota Newspaper
Association

Brad Tennant

Bob & Joan Thimjon
Beth S Thompson
Wesley & Lois Tschetter
Karen Tufnell

Kathleen Webb

Mike & Judy Weisgram
Lonis Wendt

James & Karri Wiederrich
Mary Lou Wilhelm

Tom Wilka

Jennifer Winter

Karly Winter &

Brett Goodwin

David Wolff

Wounded Knee Museum
Steve Zellmer &

Kitty Kinsman



$100 - $249

Lars & Elizabeth Aanning
Charles Abourezk

Akta Lakota Museum
Jurgan Almlie

Mavis Amundson

Daryl & Meri Jo Anderson
Architecture Incorporated
Gail & Susan Arnott
Frank & Shirley Bailey
Carrie Baker

John Banasiak &

Carol Strandell

Lee Baron & Helen
Baron-Wishard

John & Jana Bastian
Keith Beachler & Susan
Irons Beachler

Monty Bechtold

Marlene and Ivan Bekey
Benedictine Sisters

of Watertown

Diane Best

Thomas Biolsi &

Miyako Inoue

Geraldine Bohning
Booth Society, Inc
Boston Shoes to Boots Corp
Gary Bowar

DA & CC Brechtelsbauer
Julie & Kent Breu

Lynell Rice Brinkworth
& David Brinkworth
Martha Brost

Allyn Brosz

Barry Brown

Kay Brown

Susan Brown

Dave & Jean Brunkow
Steve & Deb Bumann
Susan Burgard

Roberta Cahill

Timothy Campbell

Jim A Carlson

Paul Carpenter

Carthage Museum &
Historical Society

Larry & Gerry Cass
Sally Chalk

Carol Chapman

Ray & Alice Christensen
Harry & Barbara
Christianson

Robert & Cynthia Clair
Clausen & Rice, Inc
Community Bank - Avon
Paul & Mary Ellen Connelly
Willie & Loretta Cowan
Jon & Gail Crane

Crazy Horse Memorial
Foundation Library
Stephen & Marsha Cusulos

Dakota Sunset Museum
Dalesburg Heritage
Association

Roger & Gloria Damgaard
Jean Daniels

Deadwood History, Inc
Doug & Kay Decker
Darrell Dehne

Mike & Jean Denton
Tammy Derschan

Tom & Charlys Dice
Rodney & Crystal Domke
Marcia Donnan Mitchell
Jim Doolittle &

Karen Wagner

Maxine Dornbush

Bev Drabek

John & Patti Duffy
Mary and Ron Duvall
Cindy Anson Eilers
Norm Eitrheim

Bill Ellingson

Glen & Carla Eng

Sally Enstrom

Monica & Gerald Evans
Keith & Patty Ewy
Falcon Plastics, Inc

Fall River County
Historical Society
Fassbender Photographic
Collection

Melanie Fiegen

Cynthia Finn

First Interstate Bank

- Spearfish

Karl & Eileen Fischer
Fischer, Rounds &
Associates, Inc

Deb Fischer-Clemens
Bob & Pat Fishback

Van & Barbara Fishback
Richard & Donna Fisher
Alden Flakoll

Joe Floyd

Shari & Jim Forney

Fort Pierre Development
Corporation

Fort Randall Museum
Foster Rentals

Robert & Erin Fouberg
Phyllis Fravel

Franny Fritz

Jacqualyn Fuller

Debra Gaikowski

Roger & Eugenia Gardner
Tom & Ann Garry

Deb Gates

Charles & Joyce Gelderman
Karen Gerdes

Rudy & Kathie Gerstner
Andrew Getty

Jack Getz

®

Sharon Geyer-Nuttbrock
Mary Giddings

Mary Gillette

Keith Goehring

Golden West
Telecommunications
James & Jeanne Goodman
Anne Gormley

David & Hollie Grabitske
Grant County

Historical Society

Gary & Connie Grittner
Dale & Connie Groop
Marie A Grosshuesch
Mary Lou Gruebele
Martin & Wendy Guindon
Mark Gustafson

Kurt Hackemer

Yvonne M Haefner
Darlene Hallem

James & Mary Hammill
Jim* Hansen

Gloria Hanson &

Ron Schreiner

Richard & Raquel Harnois
Wallace Harper

David Hartley

Mary Hartnett

Anne F Hatch

Sheryl Hawkins

Merle Heidenreich

Dan & Cathy Heinemann
Patti Heintz

Mary Helland

Jerry & Donna Hendel
Theresa Henehan
Michael Hengel

Paul & Liz Henriksen
Connie Herring

Jim Hersrud

Hess, Roise & Company Ltd
Deb & Mark Hiatt

Marie R Hirning

Nathan Hitchcock

Luella Hodson

Don Hofsommer

Dennis Hopfinger &
Carolyn Clague

Joan Houlihan

Mike Howes

Larry & Colleen Hoyme
Robert & Shireen Hunter
Huron Board of Historic
Preservation

Dan & Michelle Hutt
Jerome & Connie Jacobs
Patricia Jacobsen

Carrie Jacobson

Paul Jensen

Mary Jessen

Brad & Carol Johnson
Bruce Johnson

»

Kathryn Johnson

Kay Johnson

Larry & Mary Jo Johnson
Monae Johnson

Ronald A Johnson

Tim & Barbara Johnson
Sandra Jorgensen &
George Spiehs

Phyllis Jorgenson

Terry Kakeldey

Larry & Jo Kallemeyn
Jafar & Jess Karim

Jim, Seth & Mollie Kersten
Lon Kightlinger

Frances Kilen

Timothy & Kathleen Killeen
Dean Kirkeby

Audrey Kleinsasser
Andrew Knight
Knollwood Heights
Elementary School

Justin Koehler

Bill Koupal & Nancy
Tystad Koupal

Ray Krause

Lonnie Kuck

Deb & George Kuhler

Al & Irene Kurtenbach
Dwayne LaFave

Lori Ann Lahlum

Dale Lamphere &

Jane Murphy

Kathryn Landreth

Janet Larsen

Ken Larsen

Kevin & Hillary Larsen
Jim & Dianne Larson
Vernon Larson

Richard & Michelle Lauer
Alton & Marilyn Lee
Meredith Lee-Roebuck
Craig Leitner

Loren & Sophie Leitzke
Bonnie Lievan

Joan Likness

Lisa Lillibridge

Lisa Lindell

Verlyn & Nora Lindell
Linda Lockner

Rolland & Ella Loon
John & Beth Lott

Steven Lust Automotive
Larry & Gail Lyngstad
Mike & Elizabeth Macdonald
Anna Madsen

Ryan Maher

Jeff & Lisa Mammenga
Cathy Marsh

Jack & Betty Marsh
Brian & Kathleen McGarry
Charles & Darcy McGuigan
David & Ellen McGuigan



Debra Mclntyre

John MclIntyre

Marvin & Connie McMacken
Thomas McMahon

Jim & Annie Mehlhaff
Laura Mehlhaff

Rick & Valerie Melmer
Patricia Melville

Jay & Bev Mickelson
Mark & Cynthia Mickelson
William Millen

Dan Miller

Rick Mills

Miner County
Historical Society
Minnehaha County
Historical Society
Kevin Moe

Jim Mollison

Jim & Jody Moritz

Ted Muenster

Mary Anne Mullany
Jim & Gay Murphy
Greg & Wanda Myers
Joe Nadenicek

Richard Naser
Nasjonalbiblioteket
Tom Neuberger

Bruce & Laura Neubert
Mary Chantry Nelson
Steve Nelson

Bill L Novotny

James Nyberg

Kevin & Linda Nyberg
Gail Nye

Robert & Frances Olesen
Dorothy Oliveira

Greg & Susan Olsen
Mike Pagel

Gary & Connie Palmer
Michael Pangburn
Marilyn Pash

Bill Pearson

Jim Pease

William Perron

Tad & Carolyn Perry
Douglas Petersen

Sue & Bill Peterson
Dennis Pfrimmer

& Cheryl Stone

Kent Phillips

Nancy Phipps

Julia Pinnell

Vauna L Pipal

Steve Pirner

Wade & Karen Pogany
Mike & Lorraine Polak
Potter County Library
Jeff & Yendy Pownell
John L Pranger

Robert J Pratt

Peg Preston

Dieter Proehl

Jacob & Shelby Quail
Sherri & John Raforth
Alison Ramsdell

Eric & Ruth Raveling
Leisa Richards

Charles & Kathleen Riter
Lew Robbennolt

Leo & Elaine Roi

Lura & Shon Roti

Art & Lana Rusch
Dwane & Lois Russell
Carla Sahr

Gon & Tiffany Sanchez
Duane Sander

Peggy Sanders

Susan Sanders

Rodney Sather &
Lynnette Laird

Rich & Penny Sattgast
Karon Schaack

Becky Schenk

Craig Scherf

Troy N Schmidt

Brad & Kelley Schnabel
James & Sally Schnatterly
Lawrence & Ronda Schofield
Scott Schuetzle

Barbara Scoblic

Lindsay Scott

Kent Scribner

Paul Seamans

Pat Shaver

Sara Shinn

Danny R Smeins

Skeet Smith

Thomas & Barbara Sogaard
Liz Soladay

Linda & Tom Soukup
Bob & Mary Spartz

Ted & Jindra Spencer
Don & Mary Springhetti
Spink County

Historical Society

Alan Stager

Lois Stangeland

Michael Stanley

George Strandell
Courtney Steffen

Mark & Carol Steichen
Tom Steinbach

Sheridan & Phyllis Sternquist
Gretchen Strombeck
Haven Stuck

Sturgis Motorcycle Museum
Michael Suing

Herb & Deanna Sundall
Billie & Kelsea Sutton

®

Aaron Swan

Bob & Trish Swanhorst
Alan & Mary Swanson
Jerry Swedlund

Nancy Tapken

Arthur & Maureen Tatman
Bill & Cheryl Taylor
Steve & Barbara Taylor
Lori Terrill

Thielen Surveying

& Mapping

Julianne Thomas

Ted J Thoms

Kristi Tornquist

Francis Toscana

Trail of Governors Foundation
Bob* Travis

Tri-State Museum

Dean & Geraldine Tubandt
Brad & Susan Urbach
Valley Queen Charitable
Foundation

Steven & Elaine Van Camp
Tina & Bill Van Camp, Jr
Chris & Georgeann

Van Delist

Clint & Kim Vanneman
Frank Van Nuys

Lois Varvel

Mike Vehle

Ken & Cathy Vogele
Craig Volk

Stan Wahl

Greg Von Wald

Jim & Sherri Wald

Wall Drug Store

Bill Walsh

Gary Ward

Jerry & Carol Ward

Jack & Diane Weck

John & Jill Wellhouse
West River History
Conference

Ken & Donna Wetz
Wharf Resources Ltd
Francis Whitebird

Fred S Whiting

Sharon Wiese

DeWalt Willard

Lloyd Willey

Linda Williams

Mark & Sandra Williamson
Ronald T Williamson
Cindy & Warren Wilson
Jim Wilson

Mary Wilson

Curt & Sue Wischmeier
Susan Wismer

Joyce Wittenhagen

Mary Wold

»

Eileen Woodruff

Kristine Wollman

Justin Work

Jim Woster

Laurel Wulf & Rick Janov
Jerry Wurtz

Rob & Sara Wylie

Steve Wynia

Dale & Amy Young

Don* Zeller

Sandy Zinter

Ken & Donna Wetz
Wharf Resources Ltd.
Fred S. Whiting

Donald Wiedemer

James & Karri Wiederrich
Sharon Wiese

Jim Wilson

Mary Wilson

Jennifer Winter

Curt & Sue Wischmeier
Susan Wismer

Joyce Wittenhagen

Mary & Geoffrey Wold
David Wolft

Kristine Wollman

Stacey Woodward

Laurel Wulf & Rick Janov
Jerry Wurtz

Dale & Amy Young

In-kind Donors

BankWest

Chamberlain

Elementary School
ClubHouse Hotel &

Suites, Sioux Falls

Cozard Memorial Library
Days of '76 Museum

Lake Area Technical Institute
Madison Public Library
Mead Museum

Quality Brands

Rapid City Public Library
Rawlins Public Library
Siouxland Downtown Library
SD Community Foundation
South Dakota Office of
Indian Education

South Dakota Public
Broadcasting Staff

The Mammoth Site

Timber Lake Museum
Touchmark at All Saints

*Denotes deceased



HEeRITAGE CIRCLE

Membership gifts of $125 or more are recognized in our leadership donor society, Heritage Circle. Members enjoy exclusive
benefits while ensuring that the history of our state is collected, preserved, and shared through exhibits, educational programs,
special events, and publications. We thank the following individuals and organizations for their membership support in 2023:

Heritage Circle Emerald
Dana & LaDawn Dykhouse

Heritage Circle Diamond
Cynthia Lillibridge

Fred & Pam Lillibridge
Curt & Kim Mortenson

Heritage Circle Platinum
David Carlisle

Margaret Cash Wegner
Tim & Catherine Forsch
John Fowler

Nikki Heidepriem

Phil & Marty Hogen
Boyd & Dody Hopkins
De & Dave Knudson

Gail Kristensen
Frederick Lamont

Paul & Linda Lewis

Edie Lien

Carey Miller & Brent Stille
Larry & Diane Ness
Reliabank Dakota

Greg & Jamie Risse
Chuck & Bonny Schroyer
Ann Smith

Heritage Circle Gold
Sandra Addy

Rob & Sheri Anderson
Keith & Glynn Bartels
Tony & Lorraine Bour
First Premier Bank

Char & Tam Gatje

Ray & Linda Gilbert
Scott & Julia Jones
Stephen Kovarik

Gregory & Peggy Lauver
Michael & Barb Lewis
Tom & Renae Morog
Steve & Marianne Perkins
John & Penny Porter
Saloon #10

Nathan & Tiffany Sanderson

Sanford Health

Jeff & Katie Scherschligt
Gregory Schopen
Wanda Seiler

Gail Simmons

Joe, Emily, Josie & Justice Sovell
KA Squire, Jr.

Jim & Tracy Thares
Julayne Thoreson

Dan & Janelle Toman
Blair & Linda Tremere
Elizabeth & Jay D. Vogt
Mary Lou Wilhelm

Heritage Circle Silver
Joseph Adamski

Mitchell & Sarah Aldinger
Robert Amundson
Marjorie Arnold

Reuben Bareis

Tom & Mary Lou Bohnet
Keith Bruinsma

Kevin & Mary Buchholz
Prudy Calvin

CorTrust Bank

De Smet Farm Mutual Insurance Co.
Roger & Jean Easland
William Fischer

Robert & Mary Lee Fitch
Laurie Fulton

Frank & Shirley Halligan
Charlie Hoffman

Lila Houck

Tom Hurlbert

Eric & Michelle Jennings
Shorty & Maxine Jones
Craig & Gail Kennedy
Jerry & Sharon Klocker
Koch Hazard Architects
Jim & Cathi Lester

Arlo & Paulette Levisen
Steve & Linda Mayer
Roger Meyer & Van Pace
Patricia Miller

Paula Nelson & Stephen C. Krumpe
John & Deann Nystrom

»

Terry Pechota

Bob & Carolyn Riter

Brian & Janel Sandvig

Roger & Shirley Schuller
South Dakota Newspaper Association
Wesley & Lois Tschetter

Paul & Karen Van Bockern
Bob & Marilyn Van Demark
Kate VanderBoom

Mike & Judy Weisgram

Tom Wilka

Karly Winter & Brett Goodwin

Heritage Circle Bronze
Lars & Elizabeth Aanning
Charles Abourezk

Akta Lakota Museum

Mads & Chloe Andenas
Daryl & Meri Jo Anderson
Terry & Gretchen Anderson
Architecture Incorporated
Gail & Susan Arnott

Frank & Shirley Bailey
Carrie Baker

Martha Baker

John Banasiak

BankWest, Inc.

John & Jana Bastian

Monty Bechtold
Benedictine Sisters of Watertown
Diane Best

Angie Bomier

Boston Shoes to Boots Corp.
Gary Bowar

D.A. & C.C. Brechtelsbauer
Julie & Kent Breu

Lynell Rice Brinkworth & David
Brinkworth

Martha Brost

Allyn Brosz

Barry Brown

Kay Brown

Dave & Jean Brunkow

Kent & Barb Buhler

Steve & Deb Bumann
Susan Burgard



Abbie Burke O'Connor

John & Paula Burtt

Barbara Butt

Lois Byrum

Jim Carlson

Betty Carman

Paul Carpenter

Larry & Gerry Cass

Carol Chapman

Ray & Alice Christensen
Harry & Barbara Christianson
Robert & Cynthia Clair
Clausen & Rice, Inc.

CNA Surety

Community Bank

Gary & Kathy Conradi

Jon & Gail Crane

Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
Library

Stephen & Marsha Cusulos
Dalesburg Heritage Association
Harl & Kay Dalstrom

Roger & Gloria Damgaard
Jean Daniels

Deadwood Historic Preservation
Deadwood History, Inc.

Tom & Kathy Dean

Doug & Kay Decker

Darrell Dehne

Mike & Jean Denton

Tammy Derschan

Tom & Charlys Dice

Rodney & Crystal Domke

Jim Doolittle & Karen Wagner
Maxine Dornbush

Mary and Ron Duvall

Steve & Kris Egger

Craig & Gail Eichstadt

Cindy Anson Eilers

Norm Eitrheim

Bill Ellingson

Glen & Carla Eng

Sally Enstrom

Monica & Gerald Evans

Keith & Patty Ewy

Falcon Plastics, Inc.

Melanie Fiegen

First Interstate Bank

Karl & Eileen Fischer

Fischer, Rounds & Associates, Inc.
Bob & Pat Fishback

Van & Barbara Fishback
Richard & Donna Fisher

Joe Floyd

Shari & Jim Forney

Foster Rentals

Robert & Erin Fouberg
Jacqualyn Fuller

Debra Gaikowski

Roger & Eugenia Gardner
Tom & Ann Garry

Deb Gates

Sue Gates

Charles & Joyce Gelderman
Karen Gerdes

Rudy & Kathie Gerstner
Mary Gillette

Golden West Telecommunications
James & Jeanne Goodman
Anne Gormley

David & Hollie Grabitske
Tony Grambihler

Gary & Connie Grittner
Dale & Connie Groop
Mary Lou Gruebele
Martin & Wendy Guindon
Mark Gustafson

Kurt Hackemer

Yvonne Haefner

Noel & Janet Hamiel
Gloria Hanson & Ron Schreiner
Betty & Will Hanson
Richard & Raquel Harnois
Wallace Harper

David Hartley

Sheryl Hawkins

Pete & Marilyn Hegg
Merle Heidenreich

Scott Heidepriem

Dan & Cathy Heinemann
Patti Heintz

Mary Helland

Jerry & Donna Hendel
Theresa Henehan

Michael Hengel

Paul & Liz Henriksen

Jim Hersrud

Deb & Mark Hiatt

Paul & Janet Higbee

Cash & Julie Hogen
Robert Houck

Joan Houlihan

Mike Howes

Leland & Marilyn Hult
Robert & Shireen Hunter
Dan & Michelle Hutt
Ingalls Homestead

Keith Beachler & Susan Irons Beachler

Jerome & Connie Jacobs
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Carrie Jacobson

Paul Jensen

Mary Jessen

Brad & Carol Johnson
Kathryn Johnson

Kay Johnson

Larry & Mary Jo Johnson
Ben & Suzy Jones

Sandra Jorgensen & George Spiehs
Phyllis Jorgenson

Terry Kakeldey

Alvin Kangas

Jafar & Jess Karim

Jim, Seth & Mollie Kersten
Frances Kilen

Timothy & Kathleen Killeen
Dan & Arlene Kirby
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Doing History Well Serves the Public Well:

A STATEMENT ON FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND OUR PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES

by

Dr. Ben Jones,
Director & State
Historian

Arguing about
what  history
means is what
historians do.
So, it is not unusual to see historians
coming up with different explanations
about the same thing. What a past event
means will continue to be subject to in-
terpretation. In a nation living out the
First Amendment, where “Everyman is
His Own Historian,” such an environ-
ment produces a public good because it
facilitates the finding of truth for anyone
who seeks to know more or distrusts
the history others produce—especially
when, maddeningly, “experts” look at
the same event and explain it differently.

Whereas the public generally under-
stands that the scientific method begins
with a hypothesis, they tend not to real-
ize that history, from the Greek historia,
“inquiry,” is similarly rooted in asking
questions. Doing so lets the past speak
on its own terms and diminishes present
biases skewing our perceptions.

If, as we know, one’s place in the
world is determined by one’s past, then
historical understanding is central to un-
derstanding ourselves and our choices.
Since we also know that people of the
past, to differing degrees, made their
own choices, their choices must be un-
derstood on their terms, not framed
within ours. Certain historical debates
have great importance not only to pro-
fessional historians but to the public.
That sense of accountability for open
discussion, for making our artifacts and
records available, for well-told and well-
argued historical writing, for high qual-
ity interpretation of artifacts, for widen-

ing preservation opportunities to all, and
for preserving the state’s cultural sites
while welcoming important debates, is
not only our statutory mission, but our
professional calling.

Therefore, despite the current fashion
to view the past through the lens of to-
day’s political concerns, the South Da-
kota State Historical Society affirms that
history done well does just the opposite:
historical work properly begins with a
question, endeavors to find relevant
evidence, and crafts explanatory narra-
tives and exhibits informed by sources
and leavened by our own humility and
respect for those of the past, who were
imperfect human beings and, if only in
that way, just like us. Striving to always
do such work, we hope to perpetually
enjoy the public’s confidence that we are
preserving the records of the past and
presenting history based on a fair and
well-supported understanding. We can
do no less.



